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UM STUDENTS TO ATTEND FAIR TRADE CONVERGENCE IN SEATTLE
MISSOULA A delegation of graduate and undergraduate students from The University of Montana
will join students from around the world at the 2008 International Fair Trade Convergence,
held Nov. 7-10 at the University of Washington in Seattle.
The event, hosted by United Students for Fair Trade, is an opportunity for students,
companies, educators, vendors and other players in the fair trade movement to gather to share
knowledge, experience and ideas. According to its Web site, USFT hopes the event “will
empower student activists to not only continue to advocate for fair trade, but also to encourage
and actively participate in the progression of the fair trade movement towards new horizons.”
Conference participants will take part in workshops ranging from fair trade basics to
the strategy, logistics and markets of the movement. They also will meet with representatives
of cooperatives, organizations and companies, network with other fair trade activists and
discuss how the movement can evolve as a solution to emerging issues. Anti-oppression work
will be a primary focus.
The UM delegation hopes to network and learn how to develop a stronger fair trade
movement on campus. Students from Big Sky High School, representing the group Students
for Economic, Environmental and Social Justice, will join the UM delegation.
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